Baccarat rules:
The basics and how to play baccarat

Baccarat or Punto Banco is usually played in a separate casino area. The playing table is about
the size of a craps table with three casino dealers and up to 12 or 14 players.

There are just two principal bets to make: banker or player - Banco or Punto, plus the rarely
used Standoff. Some casinos let the players deal the cards in turn and others have a casino
dealer to deal the cards. In online Baccarat the cards are dealt automatically by a virtual dealer.

Each player, including the player dealing, may bet on either Punto or Banco but it is customary for
the dealer to bet on Banco. Players may opt not to deal, passing the 'Shoe' to the next player.
The shoe remains with one player as long as the Bank wins. If Punto wins, the shoe passes on to
the next player.

Two hands are dealt and you bet which one will win, or that they will tie. It is just like betting on
Black or Red at roulette, and the payoff is even money, 1:1 (except for the standoff, which pays
8-1 or 9-1). The only difference between the Banco and Punto bet is a win on Banco will cost you
5% commission or tax levied by the casino - the in-built advantage.

The reason for taxing the Banco is because it has been established that over an 8-deck cards
play on average the Banco will win three to four hands more than the Punto.

Each hand consists of a minimum of two and a maximum of three cards. The person dealing will
put two cards, face down, tucked under the shoe, and give the player with the largest bet on
Punto the other two cards, face down.

The Punto player then looks at the cards and gives them back to the player who is dealing. Then
the player who is dealing will turn over the cards of both hands while one of the casino dealers
will announce the results and the winner.

If either hand has a total of 8 or 9 (nine is the highest), then it is called a 'Natural' and no more
cards are dealt. If it is not a natural, then depending on the value of each hand the casino dealer
may instruct the card dealer to deal a third card. The decision when to deal a third card follows
precise set rules used by all casinos.

Once dealing is completed, the hand with the highest count wins. The paying casino dealers will
collect the losing bets first and then pay the winning ones. The player who actually deals the
cards is not responsible for the payouts. He is just like any other player, playing against the
casino.

The rules

Baccarat is played from a six-deck or an eight-deck shoe. All face cards and 10s have no value.
Cards less than 10 are counted at face value, Aces are worth 1. Suits don't matter. Only single
digit values are valid. Any count that reaches a double digit drops the left digit. 15 is counted as 5
and 25 is also counted as 5.

To start, the players bet either on Banco or Punto or Standoff. The card dealer gives two cards
each; first to the player and then the banker. The object of the game is to bet on the hand that
you think will have the highest total value.



A third card may be dealt to either or both the player (Punto) and the bank (Banco) based on the
following three-card-rules. It is not necessary to learn these rules to play, they are compulsory
decisions and therefore automatic. Only on rare occasions a mistake is made:

Player's third-card-rule

¢ |If either the player or the bank have a total of 8 or 9 on the first two cards no further cards
are drawn. The resulting hand is called a natural and the hand is over.

¢ Ifthe player's total is less than or equal to 5 the player's hand draws a third card.

e If the player does not draw a third card, then the bank's hand stands on 6 or more and
takes a third card on a total of 5 or less. If the player does take a third card then the
Bank's third-card-rule below will determine if the bank takes a third card.

Bank's third-card-rule

o |f the_bank's total is 2 or less then bank draws a card, regardless of what the players third

. ::f:at:\delsl;énks total is 3 then the bank draws a third card unless the players third card was

. mhee banks total is 4 then the bank draws a third card unless the players third card was a

. I(:,téést;ac:kgs. total is 5 then the bank draws a third card if the players third card was 4, 5, 6,
or7.

e If the banks total is 6 then the bank draws a third card if the players third card was a 6 or
7
¢ If the banks total is 7 then the bank stands.

House advantage

Banker (Banco) 1.17%

Player (Punto) 1.36%

Tie (Standoff) 14.12% at 8:1 payout



The material included in this PDF document constitutes a ‘fair use' of any copyrighted material as
provided for in Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright law which allows for education, teaching
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research and is not deemed an
infringement of copyright in the eyes of the law.

§ 107 . Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use4°

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of a copyrighted work,
including such use by reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other means specified by
that section, for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of copyright.
In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to
be considered shall include—

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a commercial
nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work
as a whole; and

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work.

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair use if such finding is
made upon consideration of all the above factors.



